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Memo No. 219-WPBA/Complaint (2)/2009                                         Date: 10/08/2017 

 

D I R E C T I O N 

 

WHEREAS, M/s. Asansol Goods Shed Siding, Asansol Division, Eastern Railway 

(hereinafter referred to as the unit) located at Near Apcar Garden, P.O.- Asansol, P.S.- Asansol 

(S), Dist.- Burdwan, Pin-713 304 is a good shed siding yard of Eastern Railway.  

 

WHEAREAS, the unit was inspected by the officials of the W. B. Pollution Control Board 

(hereinafter referred to as the Board) on 03/04/2017. During inspection unloading of coal was 

going on. It was reported during inspection that unloading of clinker and slag was totally 

stopped at Asansol Goods Shed and unloading of coal and iron ore was decreased by 25% 

compared to previous year. Now unloading of clinker & slag (100%) and coal & iron ore (25%) 

has been offloaded from Asansol Goods Shed to Barachak siding and Topsi siding. Approach 

road has been repaired.  

 

WHERAS, during inspection it has been observed that the unit has not constructed new guard 

wall and has not increased the height of entire guard wall as was directed by the Board on 

previous occasion vide order dated 04/11/2015. Tree plantation was  inadequate. Out of the 24 

nos. water sprinklers, few of them were found in operation which was not at all adequate to 

minimize the dust pollution generated due to unloading activity.  

 

WHEREAS, the unit was earlier called for hearing by the Board on several occasions following 

repeated mass public complaint from the residents of Apcar Garden, Kalyanpur Karunamoyee, 

Vivekananda Pally close to the Asansol Goods Shed siding alleging severe dust pollution due to 

unloading of coal, iron ore, clinker etc. since last few years. Accordingly, the Board had issued 

directions to Asansol Goods Shed Siding, Eastern Railway.  

 

WHEREAS, last hearing of the unit was conducted on 08/10/2015 and the railway authority 

was directed on 04/11/2015 to complete the construction/augmentation of Topsi goods shed by 

December, 2015 so that handling of coal and iron ore rakes can be further reduced at Asansol 

goods shed.  

 

WHEREAS, the unit has not applied for Consent to Operate for this siding. 

 

WHEAREAS, the unit was called for a hearing on 29/06/2017 for non-compliance of 

environmental norms as observed during inspection. 

 

WHERAS, the representatives of the Railway Authority appeared in the hearing and submitted 

that they had taken several steps for minimization of dust emission in the siding area. However, 

they would submit a detailed action plan for minimizing dust pollution in the site. They also 

submitted that they would apply for Consent to Operate to the Board at the earliest.  

 



NOW THEREFORE, considering the submission of the unit, Asansol Goods Shed Siding, 

Asansol Division, Eastern Railway, located near Apcar Garden, P.O.-Asansol, P.S.-

Asansol(S), Dist.- Burdwan, Pin-713 304  is hereby directed as follows: 

 

1. That, the railway authority shall apply for Consent to Operate within 31
st
 August, 2017. 

  

2. That, the railway authority shall carry out ambient air quality monitoring in the work zone 

and take required measures to minimize the pollution level.  

  

3. That, the railway authority shall initiate necessary action for further phasing out of coal 

and iron ore handling at the Asansol Goods shed.  

  

4. That, the railway authority shall also consider shifting of dust generating activities to 

Barachak and Topsi siding and utilizing the Asansol Goods shed for handling of food 

grains etc. instead of minerals. 

  

5. That, the railway authority shall ensure continuous functioning of water sprinklers during 

material unloading/handling activity at the siding area.  Water curtain/Dry fog dust 

suppression system should be installed for effective control of dust pollution. 

  

6. That, the railways authority shall complete the construction of guard wall wherever 

necessary and raise the height of entire Guard at the earliest. 

  

7. That, the railways authority shall develop green buffer zone along the periphery so that the 

spreading of dust can be minimized to a large extent.  

  

8. That, a detailed time-bound action plan regarding the above shall be submitted within 31
st
 

August, 2017. 

 

The Environmental Engineer, Asansol Regional Office of the Board is requested to keep strict 

vigil on the unit. 

 

This direction is issued in exercise of the powers conferred under the Water (Prevention & 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and Rules made 

thereunder, and has approval of the competent authority of the Board.   

 

 

   By Order, 

    - 

Sd/- 

Senior Environmental Engineer & 

In-charge, O & E Cell 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board 
 


